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AN INTERVIEW WITH NEW TESTAMENT SCHOLARS. 1 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS BY PRINCIPAL W. P. ADENEY, M.A., D.D., OP 
LANCASHIRE COLLEGE, ENGLAND; PROFESSOR D. A. HAYES, D.D., 
OF GARRETT BIBLICAL INSTITUTE; PROFESSOR A. T. ROBERTSON, 
D.D., OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY; AND 
PROFESSOR FRANK C. PORTER, D.D., OF YALE DIVINITY SCHOOL. 

12. What should be the attitude of New Testament scholars toward the 
Van Manen criticism ? 

I think the attitude should be that of courteous respect for scholarly 
work egregiously misapplied through lack of historic sense. 

w. F. A. 

It should be given a courteous hearing. It deserves no serious 
refutation. It should be allowed to depart in peace. D. A. H. 

The Van Manen criticism is erratic and blindly prejudiced. It 
cannot make a permanent impression. A. t. r. 

A scholar should have an open mind toward all hypotheses, but 
my own judgment is that the great letters of Paul are among the most 
convincing documents of antiquity. Doubt as to their authenticity, 
it seems to me, can arise only from a lack of appreciation of the 
emotional and personal side of the religious life, and from an exces- 
sive restriction of the creative power and originality of the great men 
of history. F. c. P. 

13. What is your view of the authorship, sources, and historicity of Acts ? 

I think that Professor Ramsay and Rev. Arthur Wright have 
done much to restore the authority of Luke as the author of Acts. 
The Pauline half I regard as essentially historical. There is less 
evidence for the earlier or Petrine half, but the archaic character of 
the speeches points to their genuineness as honest resume's of what 
was actually said. This goes to establish the general historicity of 
the narrative in which they are set. w. f. a. 

Authorship, by Luke. Sources: the "we" sections (16:10-17; 

20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1 — 28:6) are extracts from his diary; the 

* Concluding the interviews published in the August and September numbers. 
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Samaritan revival and the Jerusalem organization were possibly 
jottings in his notebook while with Philip at Caesarea; the conver- 
sion of Cornelius he may have heard from him at the same time; the 
martyrdom of Stephen and the biography of Paul he could have 
learned from Paul himself. Some things he saw, some he heard 
from the mouths of principal actors or eyewitnesses, and some he 
may have gathered from existing documents, as in the composition 
of his gospel. The accuracy of Acts has been sustained most remark- 
ably by historical, archaeological, and nautical investigation. 

D. A. H. 

I consider Luke the author of the Acts. He may have 
kept a diary while with Paul, the " we "-sections. For the rest he 
could have obtained information from Paul concerning his work, and 
from Peter, James, and John, and others during the two years in 
Jerusalem and Caesarea. The book must be taken for what it is, 
not for what it is not. It is not an account of all the apostles, nor a 
complete account of any of them. It gives a vivid and accurate por- 
trayal of the spread of Christianity from Jerusalem over the Roman 
Empire. Its historical value has not been seriously impeached, but 
has the rather grown with new discoveries. a. t. r. 

I suppose the course of tradition which lies behind the earlier 
chapters of Acts to be as complex as that which underlies the synoptic 
gospels. Criticism is here indispensable, and it is more difficult 
than it is in the case of the gospels because we have only one book 
instead of three. Some of the narratives cannot be accepted as they 
stand, and yet the general representation of the earliest Christianity 
contained especially in the speeches of Peter makes from the histor- 
ical standpoint a wholly favorable impression. The latter part of 
the book is largely from an eyewitness; but my inclination is to sup- 
pose that the book as a whole is not from this companion of Paul's 
travels. The essential thing in the use of Acts as a historical source 
is to judge it — of course with due caution — by the letters of Paul. 

F. c. p. 

14. Do you regard the question of the authorship of the Pastoral Epistles as 
settled ? If so, what do you regard as the correct view ? 

No. I regard it entirely doubtful as regards the epistles in their 
present form. The style and vocabulary and thought are all too 
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un- Pauline. On the other hand, there seem to be undoubtedly some 
Pauline passages. Moreover, the so-called "historical difficulties" 
seem to me to make rather for than against genuineness. A pseud- 
onymous writer could so easily have avoided them. It is hard to see 
why he should have gratuitously manufactured them. I hold, there- 
fore, that we have certainly much of Paul here; that, on the hypo- 
thesis of a second imprisonment, which seems to me probable, the 
historical situations are very natural and likely; and that it is not 
improbable the apostle gave his secretary a somewhat more free 
hand in using the materials which were supplied him than in the case 
of the earlier epistles. But I am not sure. w. f. a. 

The question is not settled today. It would seem that it must 
always remain a drawn one. Most of the reasoning is in a vicious 
circle. I am inclined to believe in the genuineness of these epistles, 
but I could not prove it to anyone who was inclined to the contrary 
opinion. d. a. h. 

The Pastoral Epistles will always be doubted by some minds. 
The cutting short of the Acts robs us of definite knowledge of the 
historical background. For myself, I am convinced that Paul wrote 
them. The style is the man indeed, but the man changes rapidly. 
Style is also a function of the subject. Shakespeare's plays should 
bid us hesitate before asserting positively that a versatile man like 
Paul could not have written the Pastoral Epistles. We know too 
little of the progress of Christianity in Asia Minor to argue about the 
ecclesiastical problems raised. The Ignatian Epistles show a much 
further development at many points, and argue for the early rise of 
ecclesiastical issues. A. T. r. 

My preference is for the view which finds some Pauline elements 
in the Pastoral Epistles, especially in 2 Timothy. F. c. P. 

15. Should New Testament history — the life of Christ and the history of the 
apostolic age — be based solely on the canonical sources ? 

Certainly not, though chiefly so, as they are almost our sole 
sources. What we have beyond these writings is either very meager, 
such as the sentence in Tacitus, or very unreliable, such as the 
apocryphal gospels. Still there is a residuum of this foreign material. 

w. F. A. 
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Of course not. The bulk of its material must always come from 
the canon; but any light from extraneous sources must be welcome 
and will be utilized. d. a. h. 

The student of the life of Christ and the apostolic age will get 
information from all possible sources, canonical and uncanonical; 
but he will be sure that it is information, light and not darkness. 

A. T. R. 

Canonicity has no right to restrict the historian in his use of 
sources. All the Christian writings of the New Testament period — 
and this includes several that are not in the canon — should be used 
as sources for the period. It is true, however, that neither for the 
life of Christ nor for Paul does anything significant remain outside 
of the canonical records. The case is different in the post-apostolic 
age. F. c. p. 

16. Does it seem to you that the New Testament department is properly 
regarded as a division of early church history ? 

I think not. Strictly speaking, of course, it does belong to early 
church history. Indeed, it must be studied for a right understanding 
of that history. New Testament times merge into the sub-apostolic 
age. Nevertheless, I would keep the studies in distinct departments 
for two reasons: (1) Practical convenience. The New Testament 
is so immensely important that it deserves and needs a department 
for itself. Similarly, though for less urgent reasons, I would not 
teach Shakespeare as one in a group of Elizabethan dramatists 
when giving a course of lectures on the latter. (2) The nature 0} 
the New Testament. I hold that this book enshrines the vital ele- 
ments of the Christian revelation and lays the foundation of the 
faith. I can see no grounds for attaching a similar authority to the 
apostolic fathers. In particulars, we have here our most original and 
full information concerning the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. 
This is altogether unique. w. F. A. 

No. It is broadening beyond this boundary. D. A. H. 

In one sense the New Testament department is the beginning of 
church history. But the origin of Christianity is so important, the 
literature so vital and permanent, the men so charged with the spirit of 
God, above all the life of Christ, and the first interpretation of that life, 
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so fundamental, that it would be a great mistake to subordinate this 
field of study to a mere department of church history. The first 
century stands apart from all the rest in fact, for Jesus Christ is 
Christianity. It would be a fatal error to rank him merely as the 
first and greatest preacher of the gospel. A. t. r. 

The New Testament department belongs to church history, and also, 
with hardly less right, to the history of Israel. It is a department, 
however, so important in itself and for the Christian religion, and so 
exacting in its linguistic and historical requirements, that it must 
continue to claim for itself individual scholars and courses. Its 
separation is justified by considerations of expediency and of value, 
but not by the theory that these books do not belong in the category 
of human literature, nor these persons and events in the realm of 
human history. F. c. p. 

i 7. Will you mention some of the most important pending questions in New 
Testament study — those which will demand the attention of scholars in the 
immediate future ? 

(1) The settlement of the synoptic question as regards the actual 
facts of the life of Christ and his teachings; the historical following 
the literary problem; (2) the Johannine problem; (3) the escha- 
tological teachings ascribed to Jesus Christ in the gospels. 

w. F. A. 

New Testament grammar; the exact relation of New Testament 
Greek to other Greek; the authority of such books as " Second Peter" 
and Jude ; the value of the Apocalypse ; the determination of the resid- 
uum of genuine sayings of Jesus in both the fourth and the synoptic 
gospels. D. A. H. 

There is need of a better statement of the ethical teaching of the 
New Testament. The new discoveries from the papyri and inscrip- 
tions call for a new grammar of the New Testament Greek. Pro- 
fessor W. M. Ramsay has raised a new problem concerning the 
Apocalypse, interpreting it in terms of the province of Asia and the 
Roman Empire. The relation of the New Testament Greek to the 
Septuagint requires new work. Many problems considered disposed 
of will be unsettled again, to the destruction of many pet theories. The 
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New Testament student will always need an open mind for the new 
light. A. T. R. 

The most important questions lie in the region of the history of 
thought, not in that of literary analysis and criticism. The central 
problem will always be that of the self-consciousness of Jesus him- 
self, and, second only to that, the problem of the origin and growth 
of faith in his exaltation and divinity. The degree of newness in 
Paul's gospel as compared with the primitive, Petrine, Christianity 
is the crucial question in this latter region. A still better under- 
standing than has yet been gained of the religious ideas and life of 
Judaism in Christ's time is a most essential condition of a right 
understanding of the distinctive character and worth of New Testa- 
ment religion. f. c. p. 

18. Can you suggest any ways in which students and teachers of the New 
Testament can make their work more effective in the promotion of religious life 
among the people ? 

I think it most desirable that popular lectures on the New Testa- 
ment and classes for discussing New Testament problems should be 
promoted by churches and Sunday-school authorities, and encour- 
aged and aided by university professors. These subjects are less 
suitable for sermons, as discussion should be allowed or, at least, 
questions invited and answered on the spot. The atmosphere of 
public worship would be injured by such intrusions. But in the 
lecture-room they would be most welcome. Instruction is sadly 
needed as an aid to faith as well as a means of religious culture. I 
should also like to see much sound expository preaching, based on 
an adequate critical knowledge, dealing frankly and honestly with 
the ascertained results of biblical study, positive, reverent, non- 
controversial, genial, and aiming at helping the people, not alarming 
them or glorifying the superior knowledge of the preacher. 

w. F. A. 

We need both men and books with combined critical flavor and 
devotional power. Our present devotional literature is largely the 
product of untrained and unlearned men. It appeals most strongly 
to those of like minds. We need devotional studies in the New 
Testament written by scholars who have mastered the field and 
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know all the problems, and can discuss them with spiritual insight 
as well as critical ingenuity. There is an ever-growing clientage 
which demands such books. Those who have helped to cultivate 
the distaste for the older forms of religious teachings and books must 
now supply their places with better. D. A. H. 

The best way to promote spiritual life among our students is to 
be spiritual. One should always subordinate critical work to the 
spiritual life both in theory and practice. A. T. R. 

The question of ways and means is less important than that of 
the spirit. The New Testament is, of all books in the world, the 
best adapted to promote religious life. If the work of New Testa- 
ment scholars does not help the religious life in themselves and in 
others, it can only be because they are concerned with externals and 
incidentals, and are not sensitive and responsive to the inner spirit 
and chief substance of the book with which they deal. F. c. P. 



